[Study on clinical application of expanded skin tubes].
Skin transplantation is an operative method generally used in reparative and reconstructive surgery. How to minimize the cicatrices of the donor site, how to repair larger recipient site, and how to reconstruct organs with restoration of their functions and shapes are important problems in plastic surgery. Since September 1990, we have designed a technique of expanding skin tubes for the repair of wounds and for the reconstruction of organs when larger area of skin is required while the skin of the donor site is deficient, or when the cicatrices of the donor site are to be minimized. This technique had been applied clinically in 10 cases. Clinical practice has proved that this new operative method is superior to skin grafts, transplantation of skin flaps, and the conventional technique of expanding skin and soft tissue. This paper describes the five characteristics and the theoretical basis of the technique of expansion of skin tubes.